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The Piton Foundation 

• Founded in 1976 by Denver oilman Sam Gary to help 

lift low-income children and families out of poverty. 
 

• Both a traditional “grant-making” foundation as well as 

an “operating foundation.” 
 

• Primarily focused on metro Denver, but some statewide 

work. 
 

• Issue areas include early childhood education, public 

education reform, children’s health and economic 

opportunity. 

 



 

Piton’s Historical Perspective 

For the past 40 years, Piton has been working to alleviate 

poverty in Denver’s most vulnerable city neighborhoods. 
 

 

 

 



SUBURBANIZATION OF POVERTY: 

2010 SCHOOL DISTRICT FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH PARTICIPATION RATES 

Data Source: Colorado Department of Education. 

The National School Lunch 

Program is a federally assisted 

meal program providing 

balanced, low‐cost or free 

lunches.  Children from families 

with incomes at or below 130 

percent of the poverty level are 

eligible for free meals.  Those 

with incomes between 130 

percent and 185 percent of the 

poverty level are eligible for 

reduced‐price meals. 



SUBURBANIZATION OF POVERTY: 

CHANGE 2000-2010 SCHOOL DISTRICT FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH PARTICIPATION RATES 

Data Source: Colorado Department of Education. 

The National School Lunch 

Program is a federally assisted 

meal program providing 

balanced, low‐cost or free 

lunches.  Children from families 

with incomes at or below 130 

percent of the poverty level are 

eligible for free meals.  Those 

with incomes between 130 

percent and 185 percent of the 

poverty level are eligible for 

reduced‐price meals. 



SUBURBANIZATION OF POVERTY:  

EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT PARTICIPATION RATES 2010 

The Earned Income Tax Credit, or EITC, 

is a refundable federal income tax credit 

for low to moderate income working 

individuals and families. 
Data Source:  Internal Revenue Service, 2010. 



SUBURBANIZATION OF POVERTY:  

CHANGE EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT PARTICIPATION 2000 -2010 

Data Source:  Internal Revenue Service, 2000-2010 

The Earned Income Tax Credit, or 

EITC, is a refundable federal 

income tax credit for low to 

moderate income working 
individuals and families. 



Piton’s EITC Outreach Campaign 

Three-part outreach strategy includes: 
 

• Community Outreach: Targets low-wage workers 

through state, local and nonprofit agencies  
 

• Workplace Outreach: Reaches workers through 

employers in low-wage industries 
 

• Mass Media Outreach: TV, radio, newspaper, outdoor 

advertising and social media 
 

• Direct Mail: Postcard mailings into households in low-

income zip codes 



Highlights of 2013 EITC Campaign 

 1.5 million pieces of education materials distributed 

 statewide during tax season, including: 

• 275,000 fliers sent to recipients of public benefits like TANF, 

food stamps, Medicaid 
 

• 152,000 students in 22 school districts sent home with fliers 
 

• 5,000 businesses received info from mayors and chambers 

of commerce 
 

• 100 news articles in 45 publications reached more than 5.2 

million people 



• Links EITC-eligible families to free tax help 
 

• Launched in 2007 as a partnership between 

the Colorado Community College System 

and The Piton Foundation 
 

• Tax sites located on campuses at 13 two-

year colleges, 3 four-year colleges and one 

high school 
 

• During TY 2012, helped nearly 9,500 

taxpayers claim $18.5 million in refunds. 
 

 



27 free tax sites in 22 communities statewide 
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